
 
 
 
June 12, 2020            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Dear Parent(s) of Student Name,                                                              
 

Your child has been carefully selected to be placed in a combined Grade 
classroom for the 2020-2021 school year. All classrooms include students with a range 
of skills and abilities. All classrooms, whether single-grade or combined, include 
students performing at a range of achievement levels. In every case, schools strive to 
create a classroom environment that will support the needs of all students.  

 
Class organization is a very thoughtful and time-consuming process. Our teachers 

have spent considerable time creating well-balanced groupings.  We take into 
consideration many factors including academic achievement levels, social emotional 
development, gender, learning needs, behavior needs, friendships and physical 
development. 

 
Combined classes are created for many reasons. At times, they are created to 

accommodate the number of students we have in a particular grade level. Sometimes 
they are created intentionally to facilitate collaboration between staff and provide more 
flexible groupings for instruction. Combined Classes are a preferred option to straight 
classes in certain situations. 

 
There are academic as well as social benefits to combined grade classes. Research 

has shown that combined classes allow students to learn from one another, provide 
models for younger students, help older students see what they have already learned, 
provide opportunities for a greater range of learning, encourage students to work 
together, promote social responsibility, help students become independent and foster a 
positive attitude toward school. 

 
Children learn on a continuum rather than in discrete steps. In any class, whether 

it is combined or single, we have a wide range of strengths and needs. Teachers work 
hard to meet those needs. As educators, we are moving away from a focus on grade 
curriculum, towards a student-centered and student-driven approach. With this change 
of emphasis, the differences between a single grade classroom and a combined classroom 
will be minimized. 

 
Our teachers are experienced working with combined and single grades. They use 

a variety of grouping, teaching and assessment strategies to ensure that children are 
moving ahead in their learning, possibly supported in a classroom with older or younger 
peers. 

 
 



 Teachers work hard to create positive class cultures where everyone is equally 
valued in single and combined classes. Teachers are also thoughtful and purposeful in 
determining the extent to which they work collaboratively with each other, whether they 
have a single grade or combined. They plan to teach the groups together, teach by grade 
grouping, teach by division or teach by academic level. Similarly, teachers are working 
together to purposefully create a community of students in each class regardless of grade 
level. It is the quality of instructional practice that is the most important. It is also the 
culture that all staff work together to create a successful learning environment that 
ensures our school is the best it can be for all students. 

 
We are excited to move our students in classes so we can begin to create those 

strong class cultures and continue to move forward with student learning. I thank you in 
advance for supporting us in the work we do.  

 
Please see further information in “Combined Classrooms Info and FAQ” under 

School Information on our school website at: 
https://www.ecsd.net/schools/1026/school-information/Pages/Combined-
Classrooms-Info-and-FAQ.aspx 

 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Administration and Teacher Staff of Archbishop Joseph MacNeil 
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